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To: 

Vaccine for Children Providers














From:

Ruben A Tapia, MPH Director



Immunization Program

Date: 

September 12, 2011
Subject:
Certified Thermometers for Vaccine Storage Policy
 PRIORITY:
High
Effective January 1, 2009, Certified thermometers became mandatory for all refrigerators and freezers for monitoring and recording temperatures where Vaccines for Children (VFC) vaccines are stored. 

Many providers who purchased certified thermometers prior to 2010 may have received a “certificate” and/or letter stating that the thermometer did not require calibration for the lifetime of the thermometer. However, due to diverse applications and handling, manufacturers have discontinued the practice of issuing certificates with no expiration date, because there is no precise way to predict how long calibration will be maintained. Accuracy can be affected by shock, aging, temperature and contamination throughout daily use. 

The State of Louisiana VFC Program therefore now requires all certified thermometers be verified or re-certified no more than one (1) year past the certification and/or “in use” date, regardless if the certificate has lifetime and/or no expiration date on the certificate. Manufacturers may advise that your thermometer does not require recalibration; however, state requirements over rule their certificate. It is vital that all certified thermometers are kept within the date requirements for recertification. For many types of thermometers, purchasing a replacement thermometer may be less expensive than recalibration. 

It is the responsibility of the provider to ensure that each certified thermometer is kept in good working condition by keeping the verified/recertified date requirements within one (1) year of certification or in use date. Documentation is required when a thermometer has been verified or re-certified each year. Non-compliance of this policy may result in suspension of vaccine ordering privileges. 
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State of Louisiana VFC Program Thermometer Requirements for refrigerator and freezers:

Refrigerators and freezer must contain certified calibrated thermometers with are centrally located within the refrigerator/freezer unit. Each device is to be covered

by a Certificate of Traceability and Calibration. The traceability declaration is to 

confirm the measurement standards and instruments used during calibration of the product are traceable to an ISO/IEC 17025 accredited testing laboratory, the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST), or to another internationally recognized standards agency. The accompanying certificate should be retained as proof of certification. The certificate must not be more than one (1) year past the certification date. A continuous-read temperature recording devise does not replace the certified thermometer requirement. 

Providers who have purchased alarm, continuous, automatic, temperature monitoring devices are still required to continue manual temperature monitoring at least twice daily, once in the morning and once before leaving at the end of the workday. These type of temperature devices have not proven fail safe.  Manually recording temperatures provides an opportunity to visually inspect the storage unit, reorganize the vaccine when necessary (e.g., moving vaccine away from walls or cold air vents), identify vaccines with short expiration dates, remove any expired vaccines, and provide a timely response to temperature deviations. Temperature logs should be readily accessible and kept for a minimum of three (3) years.  

If at any time it is discovered that stored vaccines have been exposed to temperatures outside the recommended ranges, these vaccines should remain properly stored, but segregated from viable vaccines, and marked “Do Not Use”. Immediately call the Immunization Program Office for guidance.  

Your attention to this matter is greatly appreciated.  This communication should be printed and kept for reference. Should you have any questions please contact the Immunization Program at (504) 838-5300. Thank you.
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