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October 14, 2013
“4” Sure!  Ensure All Children Receive all DTaP Doses!

Whooping cough (pertussis) is an infection of the respiratory system caused by the bacterium Bordetella pertussis (or B. pertussis). It's characterized by severe coughing spells, which can sometimes end in a "whooping" sound when the person breathes in.
It mainly affects infants younger than 6 months old before they're adequately protected by immunizations, and kids 11 to 18 years old whose immunity has started to fade.  However, the incidence in children who haven’t completed the vaccination series have been on the rise.

Before a vaccine was available, pertussis killed 5,000 to 10,000 people in the United States each year. Now, the pertussis vaccine has reduced the annual number of deaths to less than 30. But in recent years, the number of cases has started to rise. By 2004, the number of whooping cough cases spiked past 25,000, the highest level it's been since the 1950s.

Louisiana is slightly below the national average for DtaP.  The estimated vaccination coverage among children aged 19-35 months for DtaP (≥4 doses) is 77.8 versus USA average of 82.5%.   
Tips for your practice:

· Give the third dose on time. Studies show that getting this dose on time keeps children on-track.
· Schedule 4th DTaP appointments when children receive their third DTaP.

· Use reminder and recall activities to ensure parents bring their children in for each DTaP dose.

· Review a child's immunization record at every visit, including sick visits.

· Know that it is safe to give multiple vaccines at every visit.

· Remind your staff that vaccines can be given when a child has a mild illness.

· For children who are behind on immunizations, use the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) catch-up schedule.

Find out what your practice's 4th DTaP rates are and track them.
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