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DATE:
September 13th 2011
TO:
Vaccine For Children Providers
FROM:
Ruben A Tapia, MPH. Director

DHH OPH Immunization Program

SUBJECT:
LaChip Affordable Plan (LACHIP) and Louisiana Health Insurance Payment Plan (LAHIPP)
PRIORITY:
High

The Immunization Program wants to remind everyone that LaChip Affordable Plan members are NOT Vaccines For Children eligible.  The LaCHIP Affordable Plan is NOT the same as the Louisiana Children's Health Insurance Program (LaCHIP) or Medicaid programs. 

 The LaCHIP Affordable Plan is actually a (separate) program that offers health coverage through the State Employee's Health Plan (Office of Group Benefits).  La CHIP Affordable Plan enrollees are considered fully insured and not allowed to use VFC vaccine.  These children are never to be considered “under-insured.”
Also, Louisiana Health Insurance Payment Plan (LAHIPP) members are NOT Vaccines For Children eligible.  LAHIPP children are fully insured and are not to be considered “under-insured.”

Vaccines for Children providers cannot use VFC or 317 vaccines provided by the Immunization Program to vaccinate LACHIP Affordable Plan or LAHIPP eligible children.  It is expected that if you vaccinate those children, you are utilizing privately purchased vaccines.   
 LaCHIP Affordable Plan members have access to the Office of Group Benefits PPO plan and receive an OGB health insurance membership card. Likewise, LAHIPP members are covered by BCBS, Humana, Aetna, etc. Again, these individuals are NOT Vaccines For Children or 317 funds eligible.
Your attention to this matter is greatly appreciated.  Should you have any questions please contact the Immunization Program. Thank you.
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Please route to:


Clinical supervisor


Medical director


Clinic manager


Clinic staff


Pharmacy


Vaccine staff
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